
(read here first)
1) Front blurb
You don’t need to read the front blurb if you don’t want to. It’s useful background infor-
mation that many people find entertaining.

2) Your selected review
The first four lines tell you whether or not you should buy this vehicle:

Quick Summary
How Reliable?

How Safe?
Overall rating

The rest of the review simply tells you why we came up with those ratings. You can 
carefully read the rest of the information such as “What Goes Wrong” or simply take 
our word for it. For a better explanation of our reviewing system – just click on the link 
below:

http://www.dogandlemon.com/media/General%20Comments%20PDF/How%20to%20use%20these%20reviews.pdf

Or, if you’re reading this on a printed page, go to our website dogandlemon.com, click 
the  ‘get your copy’ icon on the front page, then you’ll see a list of articles on the right 
hand side of your screen. Click on  ‘General Comments’, then ‘How to use these re-
views’. 

3) Additional information
Inside the reviews we often refer you to useful additional articles listed under the head-
ings ‘General Comments’ or ‘Safety’. These, and dozens of other free articles, are 
included in a page of links that follow the review. You merely have to click on the name 
of the article in this page of links to go to it.

The last page contains useful additional information on things that go wrong with many 
vehicles. Many people find this useful, many others don’t understand it and simply 
ignore it. That’s okay. Enjoy.
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more. The Italian government gave up 
and sold Alfa to the Fiat Group.

Modern Alfas are basically stylish 
Fiats. They often look simply magnifi-
cant but their beauty is only skin deep. 

Underneath the shiny paint and stylish 
lines lurks an expensive and badly as-
sembled Fiat with a doubtful future.

The high initial price is not returned 
when the owner sells up: Alfa Romeos’ 

resale value doesn’t so 
much depreciate as plum-
met. 

The real losers are 
poorer yuppies who buy 
secondhand Alfas when 
the cars are a few years 
old. The low price paid 
for these vehicles is more 
than made up for by the 
breathtaking bills at their 
local Alfa garage.

There’s  another 
group, consisting of Alfa 
addicts – Alfisti – who 
generally drive older, 
classic Alfas such as the 
early Spider. Members 

of this group are well aware of the 
pitfalls of Alfa ownership, and are 
quite prepared to pay the price. They 
generally restore cars to near-showroom 
condition and proudly drive their be-
loved ones on a semi-regular basis. If 
you are thinking of acquiring a classic 
Alfa, we suggest you get to know some 
members of this group first. You’ll find 
them enthusiastic and supportive, and, 
very likely, short of money. 

Alfa’s future depends on Fiat’s fu-
ture. However, the Alfa Romeo brand 
still entrances motorists, so it could end 
up being sold to another car company 
if Fiat bites the dust.

New Alfas have always been the 
playground of the rich, and if you’re not 
rich, then we’d say avoid them, because 
they devalue at a terrible rate, and any 
model out of guar-
antee is going 
to be terribly 
expensive to 
fix. And they 
w i l l  need 
fixing, we 
promise • 

lfa Romeos, like Jaguars, 
are a rich man’s toy and a 

poor man’s downfall. They 
are visual works of art, but are 

chronically unreliable and their resale 
value soon melts away like a snowball 
in the sun. 

Founded in 1906 
by Cavaliere Ugo Stella, 
an Italian aristocrat, the 
company was initially a 
joint venture with the 
French firm Darracq. 
However, Stella’s relation-
ship with Darracq quickly 
turned to custard so Stella 
brought in new investors 
and renamed his com-
pany Anonima Lombarda 
Fabbrica Automobili, or 
ALFA for short. The 
name sounds grand, but 
it simply means Lom-
bard Motor Works. 

After a promising beginning making 
sporty racing cars, World War I broke 
out and in 1916 Neapolitan entrepre-
neur Nicola Romeo took over Alfa. The 
factory was converted to war production 
and became known as Alfa Romeo.

After the war Alfa returned to its 
core business and began winning races. 
Initially Alfa had its own racing team 
but this role was gradually given over 
to a team led by Enzo Ferrari.

However, Alfa Romeo struggled 
in the depression that followed World 
War I and in 1928 was largely taken 
over by the Italian government. The 
dictator Mussolini used Alfa Romeo as 
a propaganda tool to promote fascist 
Italy’s industrial prowess. During this 
time Alfa Romeo built cars for the rich 
and powerful.

During World War II the Allies 
bombed the Alfa factories and after the 
war Alfa Romeo struggled once more. 
Alfa survived by building affordable, 
fast sportscars. These were hugely suc-
cessful, but the high costs of racing 
and low returns on the road cars meant 
that in the 1970s Alfa went broke once 

ALFA ROMEO
Official name: Alfa Romeo 
Automobiles S.p.A.

Owned by: Fiat Group.

Current situation: After a 
dreadful few years, sales of 
both Fiat and Alfa models are 
up. However, this growth is 
not so much a success for Fiat 
as a failure for rival European 
manufacturers. Alfa Romeo 
has a near zero presence in 
the crucial American market. 
Plans to relaunch the brand in 
the US are currently on hold 
but could be resurrected if a 
planned alliance with troubled 
American carmaker Chrysler 
goes ahead.

Chances of survival: 
Reasonable. Alfa Romeos 
are goodtime cars and the 
current economic  recession 
means less people will buy 
them. However, even if Alfa or 
Fiat went bankrupt some other 
automaker would probably buy 
the Alfa Romeo brand •
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Alfasud 
& Alfasud Sprint 

1971–89

AlFASUD 

AlFASUD SPrInT

• For pricing & model info, see below ☛

Quick Summary
An Italian job creation scheme inflicted on the 
rest of the planet. They rust away to nothing 
before your very eyes but when working are 
fun.

How Reliable?
Appalling. See 'what goes wrong' 
below ☛

How Safe?
Dodgy. See our article: 'Cars 1970–
88' in the links page that follows this review.

ALSO CONSIDER:  An MG, or if you want some-
thing reliable, a Mazda MX5.

$1500 –$3000  $1000–$2000  
Nothing

(for used car dealers add around 30%, including GST)

 $2000 –$5000   $800–$3000 
(for used car dealers add around 30%, including GST)

SUB MODELS: Alfasud, Super, TI, Sprint, Sprint 
Veloce, GCL 1.7QV

The Alfasud was years ahead of its time. If Honda had 
produced these cars they would have been master-
pieces. Alas, they were produced on the cheap in Italy, 
and in the wrong part of Italy as well. 

Designed by Austrian Rudolf Hruska, the Alfa-
sud was first shown at the Turin Motor Show in 1971 
and attracted huge praise from motoring journalists 
for its attractive design, compact engineering and 
impressive handling.

Alfa Romeo had intended to have the Sud assem-
bled by experienced workers at one of Alfa’s northern 
Italian plants, but the Italian government was willing 
to pay to build a car plant in a high-unemployment 
area in the South, so the Sud (which means ‘south’), 
was built at Pomigliano d’Arco in Southern Italy.

Things were never really in control. The Russian 
government wanted to build obsolete Fiats under 
licence, so they bought the old Fiat 124 factory and 
began producing dreadful Russian versions of the 124 
called Ladas. However, Fiat (Alfa’s owner), foolishly 
let the Russians pay for the old Fiat factory with steel 
as well as cash. The Russians were perfectly capable 
of making excellent steel, which they did – and kept 
for themselves. Their crap steel they gave to Fiat, who 
passed much of it on to Alfa Romeo.

Thus the Alfasud was built – badly – by inexpe-
rienced Southern Italian factory workers using crap 
steel. Alfa Romeo cut costs further by declining to use 
rust treatment in their car bodies and as a result of 
the poor steel and lack of rust protection the Alfasuds 
began rusting while they were still in the showroom. 
Alfasuds were shocking, and most were rusted beyond 
economic repair within a few years. Alfa Romeo’s 
management did respond to this problem, but very 
slowly, and it was only in the last couple of years of 
production that these cars moved from diabolical to 
merely dreadful.

 However, even late model Alfasuds represent a 
poor investment in motoring – they cost a fortune to 
restore (many are simply beyond economic restora-
tion) and they are not reliable. As many restorers have 
found out the hard way, even after a comprehensive 
rebuild, Alfasuds frequently  rust away again within 
a few years. It’s often almost impossible to effectively 
rust-treat early examples and they also leak water very 
badly. Their mechanical and electrical bits are more 
reliable than the bodywork, but only just. 

Almost everyone we’ve heard of who’s bought 
one of these has spent a fortune on it, sometimes with 
little to show for it at the end. Buying one of these cars 
is recommended only for people who enjoy pain. See 
also our general comments on ‘European Cars’ in the links 
page at the end of this review and for Alfa Romeo at the 
top of this review.

Engine problems
• Timing belts are prone to very early failure, which 
is likely to cause serious engine damage. On most 
engines timing belt replacement is both difficult and 
expensive.
• Using the wrong oil filter can wreck the entire motor
• Petrol hoses are made of crappy, cheap materials and 
soon perish
•Water pumps die young and will wreck the engine if 
not replaced. They are an absolute pig to replace, even 
with the engine out.
• Overheating can destroy your engine! See our article 
‘Keeping it Cool’ in the ‘General Comments’ section (see 
the links page after this review).
• See our general head gasket warning at the end of 
this review. 

Gearbox & drivetrain problems
•  Clutches die young
• Synchromesh on gearbox dies young, then the gear-
box gets stiffer and stiffer and finally gives up the ghost 
completely. If the example you are foolishly looking at 
has a stiff gearchange, run away quickly!
•  Sloppy gear linkages usually need to be rebuilt

Steering & suspension problems
• Cracked and noisy front shock absorbers are 
normal.

• High mileage suspensions will need total and expen-
sive overhaul;  inner tyre wear is the symptom of worn 
front suspension bushings and/or sagging springs
• The steering rack is not very robust

Brake & safety problems
• Braking systems on high mileage versions will prob-
ably require a complete overhaul 
• Engine & gearbox oil can get on front disks and 
stop the brakes working properly
• Handbrake cable is an absolute pig to replace, and is 
best done with the engine out
• Rear disk brakes may seize up if not used for a while

Body problems
• Water leaks, which are hard to fix, and soon lead to
• Rust, Rust, Rust, Rust, Rust, Rust, Rust, Rust, 
Rust, Rust, Rust, Rust, Rust, Rust, Rust, Rust, 
Rust, Rust, Rust, Rust, Rust, Rust, Rust, Rust, 
Rust and more rust, throughout the vehicle and it’s 
virtually unstoppable 

Interior problems
• Air conditioning usually doesn’t work and is often 
uneconomic to fix
 • The interior plastics and panels are a joke
• The seats fall apart
• Speedos die young
• Squeaks abound
• Warped & cracked dashboards are normal.

Electrical problems
The entire electrical system flies on a wing and a 
prayer, and gives consistent and essentially irreparable 
problems. For example:
• The alternator can’t work out how much to charge 
the battery
• The fuel gauge is mainly symbolic, and is often use-
less for anything else, such as measuring the amount of 
petrol in the tank
• Fuses blow often and at random
• The multi-function steering column switches are 
unreliable and easily broken and should be tested fully 
before any purchase. They are hard to fix and difficult 
to replace, although Alfa 33 switches can be adapted, 
we are told

No crashtest available for this vehicle. See our 
general comments on ‘Cars 1970–88' in the links 
page that follows this review.

Tech Specs
VIN PLATE LOCATION: Not known
ENGINE TYPE & SIZE: 
• 1.2   AR 30102 or AR 30104 HO 1186cc 
• 1.3  AR 30184 HO 1286cc OHC
• 1.3   AR 30160 or AR 30164 
                  or AR 30168 HO 1351cc OHC 
• ’83–85 Ti & Sprint TC  AR 30198 HO 1490cc OHC
• ’85–86 Sprint Coupé  AR 30182 HO 1490cc OHC
• ’87–88 Sprint Coupé  AR 30526 HO 1490cc OHC
• Sprint GCL1.7QV  AR 30550 1712cc DOHC

RECOMMENDED FUEL/S: All Alfa Romeos run best on 
Premium. All models prior to ’79 need Premium with additive. 
All models ’79–84, except those with a catalytic converter, 
use Premium, additive recommended. All models after 1984, 
including those with a catalytic converter, use Premium, no 
additive.
HOW MUCH FUEL? Information not supplied by agents 

Safety
PRETENSIONING SEATBELTS: No 
WEBBING-GRABBER SEATBELTS: No
ANTI–SKID BRAKING (ABS): No
AIRBAGS: No
SIDE–INTRUSION BEAMS: No
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Before you buy
• How to Use These Reviews

• Bargain Hunting
• Reality Check

Choosing Your Car, The 5 Minute Check
British Cars
Classic Cars

Convertibles and Cabriolets
Depreciation New Zealand

Depreciation Australia
Diesels

Fitness for Purpose
Insurance

Japanese Imports

Vanity
European Cars
German Cars

Rich Men’s Folly
Luxury Cars

Women
Cars & Other Dysfunctional Relationships

Women & Cars

Four-wheel drives
Driving Yourself Crazy

Yuppie Four Wheel Drives 

Ownership issues
• Automatics & CVT Transmissions

CNG & LPG 
Keeping it Cool

Know Your Battery

Dozens of useful additional articles for free! 
Just click on the name of  an article from the list below 

(you need to be viewing this page on your computer and be connected to the internet for this to work).

online  links

A Question of Timing 
Tyresome Foolishness 

Turbochargers & Superchargers

Environment
The Age of Uncertainty 
Cars & the Environment 

Hybrids
Reality Killed the Electric Car

Cars & the world we live in
• A Long Way from Paradise 

• The Dream Merchants
Cars & Nazis

The Chinese Bubble

Safety
• Playing it Safe 

• The Seven Deadly Sins
• Electronic Stability Control

Calming the Madness
Cars 1970 - 1988

Classic Cars & Safety 
A Comedy of Errors

A Fine Mess
Four-Wheel Drives & Safety

That Sleep of Death
A Tragic Lack of Restraint

Vans & Safety
Victims of Circumstance

When a Phone Box Pulls Out in Front of You

The meaning of life
Dictionary
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• Automatic transmissions that do not shift smoothly during a 
test drive are probably not long of this earth. Also, WITH THE 
VEHICLE AT NORMAL OPERATING TEMPERATURE  
(so that the engine is not idling too fast) put the handbrake 
on and try switching the gear selector between forward and 
reverse – this should happen quickly and smoothly without any 
clunk – if not, suspect big repair bills in the near future. With 
the transmission in neutral and the engine running at normal 
operating temperature, lift out the transmission dipstick, wipe 
it clean, put it back in and then remove it again. The automatic 
transmission fl uid should be a happy cherry red colour & should 
be within the marked area on the transmission dipstick  – if it’s 
not, abuse and/or neglect is pretty likely and the vehicle should be 
avoided! 

• Both the ABS (anti-skid braking) and airbag 
warning lights should go on and then off when 
you fi rst start the vehicle. If this does not happen, 
the vehicle may require a major, extremely 
expensive repair immediately (if either the ABS immediately (if either the ABS immediately
or airbag warning lights do not go on at all, 
someone’s probably disconnected them to hide 
the fact that the ABS or airbag system is faulty). 
If either warning light comes on while you are 
driving, this may mean a serious malfunction in 
the vehicle’s safety systems, and the vehicle should 
not be driven, let alone purchased.

Modern engines work hard. Because of this, they 
tend to get hot and frequently ‘blow their top’, espe-
cially if the engine has been overheated or run without cially if the engine has been overheated or run without cially
fresh antifreeze. Head gaskets may be very expensive 
to fi x and if left unfi xed you’ll probably end up broken 
down at the side of the road. Worse, blown head gaskets 
sometimes lead to total engine failure.

The symptoms of a blown head gasket are mysteri-
ous coolant loss, sometimes accompanied by rough 
running and overheating, clouds of white steam coming 
from the exhaust, oil in the water, water in the oil, and/or 
white goo under the oil fi ller cap (see picture opposite). 
You should also lift out the oil dipstick. If the oil is the 
colour of the white goo in the middle of the oil fi ller cap 
in the picture, you have a cracked cylinder head and/or 
blown head gasket.

Blown head gasket warning

ABS & airbag warning

Automatic transmission warning


